Monoclonal antibody accumulation in experimental and spontaneous lung metastases of human malignant melanoma in rodents.
Monoclonal antibody (mAb) uptake in metastatic lung lesions was depicted and evaluated by digital autoradiography. The models examined were experimental metastases of a human melanoma in nude mice and spontaneous metastases of human melanoma in immunocompromised young rats. By comparing uptake patterns in local (s.c.) tumours and in lung processes of various sizes it was found that patterns were essentially similar in both types of malignant tissue. From the point of view of visualization, however, the high blood content of lung tissue resulted in high background and low contrast. This could be overcome by the use of rapidly cleared antibody fragments.